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nately Craig, though he was sent from England whilst everything looked promising, found on his arrival before Naples that the Court had been terrified into a nominal and treacherous peace with Napoleon. That base Court had immediately notified to the Russian Minister that they intended entirely to disregard the treaty with Napoleon, and still wished for the presence of the Russian and English armies. Sir James Craig, much puzzled by this conduct, had nevertheless landed his army in Naples, but the rapid and victorious campaign of Napoleon, after he had at the end of August, as he expresses it, countermarched his army from the shores of Boulogne, soon forced the Archduke Charles to retreat from Italy, and the wretched Neapolitan Court found that after all its intrigues Italy was flooded with the French army of Massena, and not with the Russo-Austrian army, on which its hopes of successful treachery had been founded. To make a long story short, Sir James Craig, finding that his position was untenable, decided to carry out, instead of the defence of Naples, one of the many other projects for the employment of his army which had been detailed to him by Lord Camden. Though he had only brought to the Mediterranean some young battalions, who were designed to release in Malta a number of older soldiers sufficient to place at his disposal about 7000 men for active service, he was to be ready to undertake the capture of Alexandria and the protection of Sardinia ; he was also to see whether it might not be possible to capture Minorca. The chief object, however, among those for which this wonderful army was to be employed, was the security of Sicily. Sir James Craig, therefore, when he had discovered the utter hppeless-d. Unfortn-alwaysru.ry, p. 271. VOL. II                                                                                   H
